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UM FOUNDATION KICKS OFF 20TH ANNUAL BUSINESS DRIVE 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana Foundation will launch its 20th anniversary Excellence 
Fund’s Missoula Business Drive with an official kickoff during a tailgate party before the 
Montana Grizzlies’ home football game Saturday, Sept. 19.
This year’s goal is to raise $315,000 for academic opportunities that arise throughout the 
year at UM. The drive, which was started in 1978 by a group of Missoula business people, is 
now 100 volunteers strong. Community and business leaders give their time to solicit support 
from their peers in the Missoula community.
“The mission of the Business Drive is really threefold,” said Ernie Corrick, chair of this 
year’s drive. “The mission is to secure gifts from the Missoula business community that will 
improve educational opportunities for UM students; improve relationships between the campus 
and the community; and to draw attention to the great economic, cultural and athletic advantages 
UM brings to the community.”
Scholarships for Missoula-area students are the main priority identified by UM President 
George Dennison this year. Other Excellence Fund uses include faculty and staff development, 
student participation in national conferences, and student-sponsored conferences — including the 
National Conference on Undergraduate Research, which UM will host in the year 2000.
Kathy Schaub, annual fund director, said Excellence Fund money is vitally important to 
UM. “It allows the president to fund urgent needs,” Schaub said. “For instance, faculty members
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can apply for Excellence Fund grants to improve their teaching abilities — by attending 
conferences or bringing in guest speakers that enhance the students’ learning experience.” 
For the past eight years, the Business Drive has used the theme “Count Me In” to 
encourage the community to band together in support o f UM.
The drive will conclude with a victory celebration on Monday, Nov. 9.
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